Diversity of the anti-HBc response and its correlations with other immunological parameters in asymptomatic HBsAg carriers.
The anti-HBc response was investigated by immunofluorescence in the sera of 109 asymptomatic HBsAg carriers. The results suggest the presence of at least two antigenic HBcAg determinants, possibly correlated with the replication phase. The subjects with intensive anti-HBc response showed immunological alterations consistent with the presence of active liver lesions and of hepatocellular membrane injury.